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Think Tanks 

 
American Enterprise Institute (AEI): AEI internships provide students with an opportunity to 
work directly with some of America’s most renowned scholars, economists, political scientists, 
and foreign policy specialists conducting research on today’s prominent public policy questions. 
The Institute provides an intellectually stimulating environment, rich with critical thinking, 
scholarship, and lively debate. Our internships offer opportunities on the research side of the 
Institute (Economics, Health Care, Poverty Studies, Foreign and Defense Policy, Education, 
Politics and Public Opinion, Society and Culture) as well as on the business side (Executive 
Office, Development, Government Relations, External Affairs, Media Relations, Video 
Production, Accounting, Academic Programs, and Communications). AEI internships are 
available in the Fall, Spring, and Summer to experienced undergraduate students, graduate 
students, and recent graduates. A minimum 3.0 GPA is required; however, most successful 
candidates have at least a 3.5 GPA. 
 
Atlantic Council: The Atlantic Council promotes constructive leadership and engagement in 
international affairs based on the Atlantic Community's central role in meeting global challenges. 
The Council provides an essential forum for navigating the dramatic economic and political 
changes defining the twenty-first century by informing and galvanizing its uniquely influential 
network of global leaders. Through the papers we write, the ideas we generate, and the 
communities we build, the Council shapes policy choices and strategies to create a more secure 
and prosperous world. 
 
Brookings: The Brookings Internship program provides an opportunity for undergraduate and 
graduate students from diverse backgrounds to engage in career exploration and development as 
well as a chance to learn new skills. Interns may work with Brookings’s staff in research areas - 
Economic Studies, Foreign Policy, Global Economy and Development, Governance Studies, and 
Metropolitan Policy. Brookings also offers students the opportunity to intern in departments such 
as communications, human resources and central operations management. Interns will have the 
opportunity to attend internal meetings, local think tank events, professional development 
workshops, and public Brookings events. In addition, interns may participate on Brookings 
sports teams and network with other interns throughout the Institution. Applicants must fill out 
an online application and submit a cover letter, resume, and upload an unofficial transcript.  
 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace:  Each year, through the James C. Gaither Junior 
Fellows program, the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace offers approximately 12-14 
one-year fellowships to uniquely qualified graduating seniors and individuals who have 
graduated during the past academic year. They are selected from a pool of nominees nominated 
by several hundred participating universities and colleges. James C. Gaither Junior Fellows work 
as research assistants to Carnegie’s senior scholars. Please see your school’s nominating official 
to learn more about the college application process and please see our FAQ for eligibility 
requirements. 
 



 

 

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR): The CFR Volunteer Internship Program offers an 
exceptional opportunity for talented individuals who are considering a career in international 
relations. Volunteer interns are recruited year-round on a semester basis in both the New York 
and Washington, DC, offices. Volunteer internships are generally offered in the Executive 
Office, CFR.org, the Studies Program, Publications, Communications, the Meetings Program, 
the Corporate Program, and Foreign Affairs publishing. Each semester requires a part-time 
commitment of at least sixteen to twenty-one hours per week. A volunteer intern’s duties 
generally consist of departmental support, editing and writing, research, and event coordination. 
 
CFR generally considers undergraduate and graduate students with majors in international 
relations, political science, economics, or a related field for its Volunteer Internship Program. A 
regional specialization and language skills may also be required for some internships. 
 
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS): CSIS offers full-time and part-time 
internships for undergraduates, advanced students, and recent graduates who are interested in 
gaining practical experience in public policy. Interns participate in a variety of activities that 
support individual programs, including research, writing and project development. In addition, 
interns will participate in programs offered by the Abshire-Inamori Leadership 
Academy (AILA), the in-house leadership development program at CSIS. The Academy’s 
programming supplements the substantive work of CSIS interns with practical discussions on 
leadership in international affairs and training in key policy skills. Unique among Washington 
think tanks, AILA helps CSIS to foster the next generation of foreign policy leaders. You must 
apply to the specific department or program and be a college junior.  
 
Center for New American Security (CNAS): The Center for a New American Security 
(CNAS) established its internship and mentoring program in honor of Dr. Joseph S. Nye, 
Jr., who has devoted his career to the preparation and mentoring of generations of 
Americans and global strategists. The CNAS Joseph S. Nye, Jr. National Security 
Internship aims to follow Dr. Nye's leadership in this area by selecting (six to eight) 
aspiring practioners and policy makers in the national security field. Selected interns will 
actively contribute to the Center's research, publications and events and will be deeply 
engaged in critical national security policy formation and debates. CNAS offers full-time 
(40 hrs/week) internships, they do not offer summer internships. Selection for the six to 
eight spots is very competitive. Interns will work closely with CNAS staff and have 
considerable professional responsibilities. Participants are chosen based on merit in an 
open, competitive process. 
 
Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD): Based in downtown Washington, D.C., 
FDD has a number of internship opportunities available during the spring, fall and summer 
semesters. All FDD interns will have the opportunity to participate in a twice-monthly 
speaker series, which brings high-level DC officials and senior staff members to engage 
with interns in an intimate setting. FDD interns will be encouraged to build on their 
academic skills by working closely with senior staff. FDD is also happy to assist students 
who wish to earn academic credit for this internship. All internships are unpaid. 
Applications will be considered on a rolling basis. It is recommended that interested 
candidates submit applications early. 



 

 

 
Heritage Foundation: The Young Leaders Program promotes the mission of The Heritage 
Foundation to the next generation by developing and implementing outreach to younger 
audiences.  
 
International Republican Institute (IRI): IRI is the premier international democracy-development 
organization. Our nonpartisan, nongovernmental Institute has performed high-impact work in 
more than 100 countries since 1983—in Africa, Asia, Eurasia, Europe, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and the Middle East and North Africa—and currently has offices in 40 countries 
worldwide. 
 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED): NED is a congressionally funded, private, 
nonprofit grant making organization that works to support freedom around the world. Since its 
founding in 1983, the Endowment has remained on the leading edge of democratic struggles 
everywhere, while evolving into a multifaceted institution that is a hub of activity, resources and 
intellectual exchange for activists, practitioners and scholars of democracy the world over. 
 
RAND Corporation: As part of its ongoing efforts to inform public policy and decision-making, 
the RAND Corporation offers a number of internship and fellowship programs. The Graduate 
Student Summer Associate Program allows outstanding students to conduct short-term 
independent research within the framework of an ongoing RAND project; these summer 
associates are mentored by RAND staff.  
 


