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“Attending the Reagan National Defense Forum taught me more than I could ever learn in a 

classroom. Being able to meet and hear from key players in the government on national defense 

and security, the military, and more was an incredible experience, and seeing how passionate 

these people are in their fields inspires me…I would recommend anybody with the opportunity to 

attend the Forum to do so, as the topics discussed are incredibly relevant to the current and future 

states of the nation and the world.” 

- Caroline Liang, President, University of Wisconsin, Madison ‘18 

 

“The opportunity to attend the Reagan National Defense Forum as an undergraduate is an 

unparalleled experience. You receive direct access to the policy-makers and thought-leaders of 

the defense industry; all while being exposed to professionals and potential mentors in a variety of 

defense and national security-related capacities…Short of years of professional experience or 

military service, the Alexander Hamilton Society is the sole vehicle through which undergraduate 

students may attend this unforgettable weekend.” 
 

- Dylan Gresik, President, Northwestern University ‘20 

  

 

 

Retired Gen. David Petraeus with the Alexander Hamilton Society Chapter Delegates and National Office 

Staff at the Reagan National Defense Forum 2016, Simi Valley, CA 
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“Attending the RNDF was an unforgettable experience. 

Not only was I exposed to important foreign policy and 

national security issues in a setting, but I also had the 

opportunity to speak one-on-one with policymakers, 

members of the defense community, and industry 

specialists. The other Forum attendees were very 

interested in the AHS students, as we were the youngest 

people in the crowd. They were excited to discuss their 

areas of expertise with us and provide useful advice for 

our pathways to a career in foreign policy. Sharing this 

experience with other AHS chapter officers was also very 

special, as we were able to discuss the work we are doing 

on our campus for the Society and bounce ideas off of 

each other for future events. Overall, I feel fortunate to 

have been afforded the opportunity to attend the Forum 

and am extremely grateful for the Alexander Hamilton 

Society’s investment in chapter officers’ intellectual and 

professional development.” 

- Allie Williams, President, Georgetown University ‘19 

“The RNDF represents the premier opportunity for anyone involved or interested in national 

security, and the defense industry that underlies it--especially for those early in their careers.  

Have you ever read an article and wanted to ask the author about it? Want to press a luminary on 

something they've said or ask them about a current event? These are literally the awesome 

situations which one can leverage if they attend the RNDF, because these are the people that 

attend. Hearing them speak is heartening as an American as it serves as a healthy reminder as to 

who we are and what our are capabilities are to confront challenges of the day.” 
 

- Blake Mueller, President Emeritus, Columbia University ‘18 

 

“The RNDF was an unforgettable experience. 

I had the opportunity not only to gain a better 

understanding of issues and ideas I am 

familiar with, but was also introduced to new 

concepts and perspectives. I am walking away 

with a better grasp of issues and topics 

currently consuming the defense community 

and an eagerness to learn and research more 

about them….Being able to spend time with 

other students who share similar interests and 

passions in such a formative environment was 

both enjoyable and valuable. This was an 

incredibly educational experience. It was also 

incredibly fun - I was excited when I was 

researching speakers before the event, I was 

excited during panels and listening to speakers, and I am excited after the fact to continue learning 

about these topics and to use this experience to help build Notre Dame's AHS chapter.” 

- Holly Bahadursingh, Vice President, University of Notre Dame ‘19 

Michalis Polygiannis, Allie Williams, and 

Blake Mueller at the RNDF Reception 

Department of Defense, Deputy Assistant Secretary Eric Chewning 

speaking with AHS Chapter Delegates about careers in defense policy 
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“Attending the Reagan National Defense Forum as a student who is interested in defense careers 

is a transformative experience. Having access to defense professionals at the top of their field and 

the peak of their career is both educational and inspirational. The panels get into the details of the 

current issues of national defense, and the people you meet will help you to shape your career. 

Every Alexander Hamilton Society officer should try to attend the forum.” 

- Thomas Hayworth, President, The Ohio State University ‘18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “The Reagan National Defense Forum was an incredible opportunity to learn about defense and 

national security, get to know other chapter officers, and network with leaders in industry and 

government. It's not every day that you get to attend a conference that includes David Patraeus, 

Leon Panetta, Mike Pompeo, and dozens of other leaders.” 

- Robert “Bo” Carlson, Treasurer, Duke University ‘20 

 

 

 

AHS Chapter Delegates with Congressman Mike Gallagher (WI-8) 

Textron Inc.’s Mary Claire Murphy and Bell Helicopter’s Robert Hastings giving career advice to the AHS delegates 



 The Alexander Hamilton Society 

1875 Connecticut Ave. NW, 10th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20009 

info@hamsoc.org, 202.559.7389 

 

“The opportunity to attend the Defense Forum is truly an incredible one for a college student. The 

insight and knowledge to be gained from the speeches, interviews, and discussions is far deeper 

than any gained from the news, and is refreshingly first-hand. I value above all else the chance to 

meet, socialize, and network with professionals at all levels of the defense, military-industrial, and 

foreign policy fields, including my fellow AHS members.” 

 

- Pearce Pomerleau, President, Hillsdale College ‘19 

 

 

Alexander Hamilton Society Chapter Delegates and National Office Staff at the Reagan National Defense Forum 2017, 

Simi Valley, CA 


