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Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter with the Alexander Hamilton Society Chapter Delegates at the Reagan National 

Defense Forum 2016, Simi Valley, CA 

“Attending the Reagan National Defense Forum has enriched my understanding of national 

defense and foreign policy in ways that cannot be grasped in a book or in the class room. Being 

in proximity to some of the greatest and most revered minds in the field has given me an 

entirely new appreciation for the dedication and intelligence needed to keep the United States 

safe and secure in an increasingly complex global terrain. This opportunity has been a privilege 

and an honor.” 

- Kaylan Fodor, Communications Officer, Arizona State University ‘17 

“I had the opportunity to attend the RNDF this year, and am incredibly glad that I did. As a 

Columbia student, the notion of conversations with policy-makers and other high-powered folks 

is not unfamiliar, but the depth of the panels' discussion, the broad representation of such an 

esoteric community, and the opportunity for candid interaction with them astounded me. I 

cannot think of a better place for one to learn about the fundamentals and finer points of US 

policy. The opportunities that RNDF presents are hard to enumerate, which makes it easy to see 

why the event has grown as it has.” 

- Blake Mueller, President, Columbia 

University ‘18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Columbia University Chapter President Blake Mueller and 

Chapter Officer John Carey 
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“The Reagan Defense Forum is a rare opportunity, particularly for undergraduate students. 

There is no other forum that brings together so many academics, thought leaders, and military 

professionals of this caliber to discuss national security issues. For students who intend to work 

in a national security related career field, this event presents a phenomenal opportunity for 

networking and gaining insights that cannot be obtained elsewhere.” 

- Quinn Sorenson, President, LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas ‘17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congresswoman Elise Stefanik with the Alexander Hamilton Society Chapter Delegates at the Reagan National 

Defense Forum 2016, Simi Valley, CA  
 

 “Being a part of AHS on my campus has been a blessing as it is and I have learned more about 

American foreign policy and national security affairs in chapter events than in any classroom 

thus far. Being able to attend the Reagan Forum has been one of, if not the greatest, profound 

academic/professional events in my life. I learned more in one weekend about our national 

defense, government operations/organization and leadership than in 3.5 years of undergraduate 

and military training.” 

- Brandon Mueller, Operations and Marketing Officer, Miami University, Ohio ‘17 

U.C. Berkeley Chapter Founder and President Abraham Youhana with the U.S. 

Marine Corps Color Guard at the Reagan National Defense Forum 2016, Simi 

Valley, CA 

General Robert Neller, Commandant of the 

Marine Corps and Miami University, Ohio Chapter officer Brandon Mueller    
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“You sit in class and learn about the many ways our country governs its citizens, and most 

importantly, how it protects them. However, in the real workplace, in those governmental 

offices, it can be questioned how those people really making the decisions, or even contribute to 

the decision-making process, whether from the private or public sector. RNDF is like being put 

in a room with all those people. It is being put with some of the country's greatest leaders who 

have dedicated themselves to making this country better, and safer, through either public 

service, military means, or even their own private company. This opportunity allows you not 

only to gain insight from these individuals but connect with them and build a knowledge base 

so that maybe one day, you can be up there.” 

- Nicole Reed, Treasurer, Arizona State University ‘17 

“This experience really broadened my understanding of how the government and the private 

sector interact and try to create opportunities to discuss and talk about issues that affect 

everyone in the industry. It also allowed me to see what the main views are in government 

currently and gaps in understanding or opportunities for further research in order to personally 

contribute to the ongoing discussion of national security.” 

- Emily Otto, Co-President, Bush School of Government and Public Service at Texas 

A&M ‘17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapter Officers from at the Reagan National Defense Forum 2016, Simi Valley, CA 

“It might have been one of the most fulfilling experiences I've had in my undergrad years. I was 

given the opportunity to interact with senior military and civilians officials in the U.S. 

foreign/defense policy world. There are very few opportunities in college that grant you the 

chance to meet with the head of PACOM or interact with the Commandant of the Marine Corps. 

If we are to fulfill the goal of AHS (Getting foreign policy oriented people in the government) it 

starts at events like these because this is where we network with people that could give us our 

first break in the field. I spoke with a number of lobbyists and received multiple business cards 

with instructions to contact them for future opportunities. The RNDF was an excellent 

opportunity to not only connect with leaders in the field but also to hear what they had to say on 

the various issues that impact American defense/foreign policy.” 

- Abraham Youhana, President and Founder, University of California, Berkeley ‘18 
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 “RNDF was an incredible experience. Even though I was the only member from my chapter to 

attend this year, I was able to develop many friendships with other AHS members from other 

chapters. It was refreshing to meet so many people with similar interests as mine. Although I 

am very interested in the area of national defense, I don't have extensive knowledge on the topic 

and I feel as if the Forum was an invaluable opportunity for me to learn more about national 

defense, discuss different issues within the area, and ask questions for professionals and experts. 

Especially for me, since I am a freshman and this is my first year participating in AHS, RNDF 

provided me a deeper interest in the field of defense and a greater appreciation for AHS and all 

the opportunities it has to offer as well as the insightful education it promotes. From the 

exciting panels, to meeting and practicing networking with professionals, to the opportunity to 

ask a number of questions regarding national defense, to meaningful time spent with other AHS 

members, this is an unforgettable experience and if given the opportunity, I would 

unhesitatingly go again. RNDF was one of, if not the, brightest highlights of my first semester 

of college.” 

- Casey Wang, Director of Social Media and Communications, Georgetown University 

‘20 

“The RNDF is an amazing experience. It gives us as college students a chance to see and hear 

from the top policy professionals in defense. You get to hear such in depth information about 

everything from defense readiness to cyber security to nuclear weapons and everything in 

between. And to top it off, it’s held in the beautiful Reagan Library. It's truly an experience that 

should not be passed up.” 

- Nicholas Mortenson, Program Coordinator, Ohio State University ‘18 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Robert Neller, Commandant of the      
Marine Corps and U.C. Berkeley Chapter 

President Abraham Youhana 
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“The RNDF is a great experience regardless of what you are studying. I am not studying 

international affairs (or interested in joining the military); however, I was able to learn so much 

about the key issues in US policy, particularly regarding China, Russia, and the Middle East. I 

have never had the opportunity to be in a room with so many politicians, military leaders, and 

professionals who made themselves available to talk about themselves and the fields that 

they’re in. To name a few, Dick Cheney, Leon Panetta, Secretary Ash Carter, Congressman 

Mac Thornberry, and Chair of the Joint Chiefs Robert Dunford, were in attendance. In between 

scheduled events, there were always opportunities to talk to fellow guests. Personally, I 

gravitated towards the men in uniform because I always get to talk to politicians as a student at 

GW, but I’m rarely able to talk to military officers. The Reagan Library is also a great venue for 

this event and anyone interested in history will really enjoy the tour. I also had a lot of fun 

spending time with other members of AHS. I was able to make friends that I hopefully can keep 

in touch with and see at future events. Overall, this was one of the highlights of my college 

experience so far and I hope to attend again next year.” 

- Anthony Sulfaro, Director of Policy, George Washington University ‘19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congresswoman Elise Stefanit speaking to the Alexander Hamilton Society Chapter Delegates about her journey as 

the youngest female to be elected to the U.S. House of Representatives at the Reagan National Defense Forum 2016, 

Simi Valley, CA  

 

“I am so thankful to have had the opportunity to attend The Reagan National Defense Forum 

through the Alexander Hamilton Society. As the only student group present at the forum, we 

were given an in-depth inside view of how leaders in our government and military approach the 

defense issues facing us today. From listening and taking notes at all of the panels, interacting 

with some of the guests as well as my AHS peers, I got so many new ideas to bring back to my 

chapter. The experience also fostered in me a real interest in Military Strategy and learning 

more about careers in the Department of Defense and the military.” 

- Marea Hurson, President and Founder, University of Notre Dame, ‘19 
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“I have had the opportunity to attend the Reagan National Defense Forum two times now, once 

as a freshman and once as a junior. As a freshman, I felt very overwhelmed at first , but in the 

end it led me to understand the path I would like to take during my undergraduate studies. As a 

junior, I returned to the forum again and was able to understand and keep interesting 

conversation with some of the nation's top experts in their fields. It is easy to say that I would 

not be where I am today in my studies if not for The Alexander Hamilton Society and the 

opportunity to attend the Reagan National Defense Forum.” 

- Kelsi Sievering, President, Miami University, Ohio ‘18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapter Officers from the University of Miami, Ohio         Secretary Leon Panetta with Kelsi Sievering, President 

         With Secretary of the Army, Eric Fanning                                 of the Miami University, Ohio Chapter 

 

 “The Reagan National Defense Forum is a wonderful experience. First and foremost, it is an 

invitation-only forum for professionals, and attending it is a unique opportunity for any student. 

In the forum, AHS students are viewed as national security leaders-in-training, and they are 

regarded highly. Other attendants are very friendly in interaction with students, and they are 

open to providing professional work and internship opportunities. The panels address serious 

questions that the United States is facing, and the panelists provide a diversity of thought and 

experience, meaning that people from right and left of the political spectrum and private and 

public sector of defense enterprise sit on every panel. Lastly, it is a great opportunity for 

Hamiltonians to strengthen their bonds as future national security professionals, exchange ideas 

on how to run their chapters, and deepen their friendships which is set to last as they will step in 

the realm of national security sector in the future together.” 

- Shay Khatiri, President and Founder, Arizona State University ‘18 

“RNDF is the ultimate "live and work" experience for those interested in international relations 

or national defense. In the course of just one weekend, you may learn from thought leaders, hear 

from leading politicians, and brush shoulders with military brass-- all in the incredible 

environment of a single elite event.” 

- Ross Hatley, Treasurer, Hillsdale College ‘19 
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“As an officer of the Texas A&M University chapter, I very much appreciated the opportunity 

to attend the Reagan National Defense Forum. I am focusing my studies on National Security 

and Diplomacy so the topics and panels at the event were very pertinent to what I have been 

researching. The event was wonderful in that all of the top national security policymakers, civil 

defense specialists, military personnel, and private sector industry professionals were in 

attendance and offered their takes on current international security issues. I will be passing on 

much of what I learned from the panels to my peers here at school.” 

- Chelsea Berry, Treasurer, Bush School of Government and Public Service at Texas 

A&M ‘17 

“Attending the RNDF was truly a great experience. There is really no other comparable 

opportunity where a student could get the chance to meet and talk with sitting members of 

congress, admirals and generals, defense industry executives, and more about the challenges 

facing our country today. I would recommend the opportunity to any student.” 

- Jonathan Belsky, Vice President, Ohio State University ‘17  

 “The RNDF presents a unique chance to interact and experience the interaction between the 

military industrial complex, the military, and Congress. Sitting in the audience you are 

surrounded by top professionals in the military industrial complex, which led to several 

conversations about how commanders in the military work with them to support the defensive 

needs of our country. Listening to the panels you see how the military interacts with Congress 

to get funding and shape the defense policy. This relationship is not something that is taught or 

even discussed in the daily life of a college student. However, what really makes the RNDF 

special is the level of panelists and attendees at the forum. These people are the leaders of our 

country and the most knowledgeable people when it comes to our national defense. Leaving the 

forum, I felt more patriotic, more driven, and more energetic than I have ever felt before. The 

RNDF is an incredible opportunity, and anyone who has the chance to attend should do 

everything they can to go.” 

- John Carey, Secretary, Columbia University ‘18 

“My time at RNDF was spent exploring the incredible 

Reagan Library, listening to fascinating discussions 

from insightful people about key issues, and meeting 

influential people. In between all that, I was seeing the 

sights in Los Angeles and Simi Valley, as well as 

getting to know the great people from other AHS 

chapters around the country. I'm really happy that I 

was afforded this opportunity.” 

- Pearce Pomerleau, Vice President, Hillsdale 

College ‘19 

 

 

 
Secretary Leon Panetta with Pearce Pomerleau, Vice President of 

the Hillsdale Chapter at the Reagan National Defense Forum 

2016, Simi Valley, CA 
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 “The RNDF is a fantastic opportunity for anyone studying or interested in working in the fields 

of foreign policy and security. The panels are highly informative, and the chance to interact 

with mid- to high-level employees at government agencies and contractors is a great way to 

learn about the industry and network.” 

- Thomas Hayworth, Secretary, Ohio State University ‘18 

“Attending the RNDF was a great opportunity to learn more about pressing issues concerning 

U.S. national defense and the U.S. military, as well as providing a great resume line item. The 

forum allowed me to listen to and interact with industry experts, top generals, and policy 

makers. I would highly recommend this experience for any person interesting in a career in the 

U.S. Defense industry.” 

- Chris Shirley, Co-President, Bush School of Government and Public Service at Texas 

A&M ‘17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senator Jim Talent with AHS Program Manager Cherise Britt and AHS Chapter Delegates at the Reagan National 

Defense Forum 2016, Simi Valley, CA 


